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MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION 

SUBJECT: Department of the Navy 2022 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

On Monday, January 17, 2022, we honor the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., a civil rights leader and activist who worked tirelessly for equality, justice, and peace for all. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 2022 (MLK Day) is a day of remembrance and 
celebration, but also a time to get involved and work together to strengthen and embrace the 
values of community and contributing to a part of something greater than ourselves. In 
carrying out the enduring theme "Remember! Celebrate! Act! A Day On, Not A Day 
Off?" we remind ourselves of the principles that America was founded upon and reinforce a 
sense of belonging and connectedness without boundaries, regardless of color, gender, sex or 
creed. 

In August 1963, Dr. King delivered his inspiring "I Have a Dream" speech. He spoke of 
his enduring dream of equality and opportunity for all people - unhindered by the color of their 
skin and judged by the content of their character. He dreamt of a day that people from all walks 
of life would be able to sit down at the table of brotherhood together. 

The path led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has opened opportunities for many across 
the Department of the Navy (DON) through a culture that assesses people based on talents and 
skills. The DON has made undeniable progress since Dr. King's time. However, as a total 
force, we must remain committed to creating an inclusive environment and to removing 
workplace barriers that serve as obstacles to the recruitment and retention of a diverse 
workforce. 

In celebration of MLK Day, let us continue to honor the legacy that inspired our nation 
by committing to demonstrate acts of kindness, compassion and civility, ensuring that all 
members of the DON workforce - military and civilian - are valued for their contributions to 
our common mission. 
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