
Position Description 
Health Affairs Officer to Oceania 

1. Position Title: Health Affairs Officer to Oceania
2. Position Location: U.S. Embassy in New Zealand
3. Requested Military Rank/Corps: Military O-6, 2100, MC

Background  
This South Pacific region is vast in area, with some of lowest development and infrastructure in 
the world. This, coupled with cultural differences, frequent disasters and rapidly changing health 
challenges makes engagements from outside of the region a significant challenge and extremely 
costly.  In order for the officer to stay current with local health hazards, maintain support for 
health security, disaster relief and humanitarian assistance activities, and provide strategic 
oversight and support, he/she must be present in the region. For maximum impact, this position 
should be executed with the guidance of the Chiefs of Mission (CoMs) to ensure coordination 
and alignment of U.S. interests.  

Position Overview
The Health Affairs Officer (HAO) position plays a vital role in coordinating and supporting the 
U.S. health assistance interest in the Pacific Islands Countries and Territories (PICT). The HAO 
serves as a principle health advisor to the CoMs of the U.S. Embassies in New Zealand, Papua 
New Guinea, Fiji, Microneisa, Palau and Marshall Islands and the Command Surgeon, U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command (USINDOPACOM) in support of the nations of the Pacific Islands.  The 
HAO coordinates the administrative, technical/medical, and health responsibilities through the 
Office of Health Affairs Advisor for the PICT CoMs, as directed, in relation to the following:  

1. Conducts Department of Defense (DoD) and USINDOPACOM health security
cooperation and assistance activities to support U.S. Governmental agencies with
medical/health interest in the PICT and international health organizations (for example:
World Health Organization) and agencies, as authorized.

2. Supports interactions with and coordination of activities between the CoMs, other U.S.
Embassy health initiatives, the Ministry of Defense and Ministry of Health of New
Zealand, and other PICT principalities served by the U.S. Embassy of Wellington and
U.S. missions of the PICT.

3. Assists in planning and coordination of medical/health/research subject matter expert
(SME) exchanges between the local and host nation and various health service
organizations.

4. Coordinates, organizes and executes medical/health education and health research
exchanges to building sustained medical capability for the host nation.

5. Coordinates, supports and maintains visibility of DoD health-related military exercises,
security cooperation and assistance activities.

6. Assists with budgeting and other associated issues and functions which support
USINDOPACOM, Pacific Fleet, and other humanitarian assistance and disaster relief
operations.



7. Serves as an intermediate link between CoM/Deputy Chief of Mission (DCoM), U.S. 
Pacific Fleet and USINDOPACOM interactions, as appropriate. 

8. Collaborates with international programs related to global health security cooperation 
activities for the region.  The HAO will report to their respective CoM or DCoM for day-
to-day operations and will ensure close collaboration and alignment with the Senior 
Defense Official and the Office of Defense Coordination on DoD-related health issues. 

 
 The HAO also provides policy guidance and coordination for international health activities; 
prepares analyses and evaluations of selected global health policies and programs; helps maintain 
their consistency with policies of the DoD and the inter-agency; provides professional and 
technical assistance to the U.S. Department of State (DOS), the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and other U.S. 
Government Departments and agencies in global health.  The HAO also oversees the bilateral 
and multilateral relationships between DoD and its international partners that further U.S. 
international health goals, interests and objectives. 
  
The HAO cooperates with other U.S. Government departments and multi-lateral organizations to 
implement global health initiatives such as the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR) and the National Strategy for Pandemic Influenza.  In this role, the HAO participates 
in inter-agency leadership committees, coordinates the participation of multiple agencies and 
manages any required budget allocation and reporting processes. 
  
The HAO will provide leadership and clinical professional oversight for the military medicine 
division and clinical support activities within the Embassy.  Major areas of interest include, but 
are not limited to, infectious diseases, especially import safety, including food/feed and 
drugs/medical devices; HIV/AIDS; influenza surveillance and reporting; tuberculosis 
surveillance and reporting; environmental and occupational health; injury prevention, prevention 
and control of chronic diseases; traditional medicine; maternal and child health; health care and 
health systems policies; health education; epidemiology; behavioral, biomedical and prevention 
research; and biosecurity preparedness and response.  The HAO plays a key role in ensuring 
appropriate and timely implementation of DoD and inter-agency programs of scientific and 
health cooperation.  The HAO will also provide advisory support to all in-country PEPFAR/ 
DoD HIV/AIDS Prevention Program (DHAPP) coordinators (if appropriate), and for all U.S. 
health agency in-country projects, as requested by the inter-agency. 
  
The HAO maintains regular and consistent communication with the USINDOPACOM Surgeon’s 
staff, to include referring policy issues to USINDOPACOM for guidance and consultation.  The 
incumbent is also responsible for maintaining close contact and strong links with host 
Government officials in the Ministry of Public Health, Ministry of Science and Technology, 
State Drug Administration, State Administration for Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine, 
Ministry of Agriculture, the State Council, the Center for Disease Prevention and Control, the 
National Natural Science Foundation, the Academy of Sciences, the Academy of Medical 
Sciences, the Academy of Social Sciences and others as appropriate, including host nation 



universities, for the purpose of representing U.S. Government objectives and priorities and to 
facilitate the development of health cooperation. 
  
Mandatory Training 
Security Cooperation Workforce Certification. This position is a Security Cooperation 
Workforce (SCW) position, a mandatory element of the SCW Development Program. Following 
selection, the officer will be required to obtain SCW Certification at the Intermediate level 
under the SC Planning, Oversight and Execution Management Area of Concentration. Once 
certified, the officer must remain in good standing for the duration of their time in the position.  
 
Mandatory Qualifications 
The HAO works in a highly independent manner within broad policies and guidelines and must 
be an innovative self-starter and self-corrector.  This position should be filled by a Medical 
Corps Officer who demonstrates proficiency and is able to adapt and operate effectively in a 
culturally dissimilar environment.  The candidate must also possess a solid understanding of 
cultural and geo-political issues gained through regional studies coursework, training and/or 
experience; demonstrate knowledge of the inter-agency collaboration process and global health 
issues through completion of formal civil-military operations and public/global health 
coursework and/or training. The HAO must be a positive representative of the DoD with an 
understanding of DoD and Service Component medical capabilities and organizations. Candidate 
must possess a minimum of a Secret security clearance with no limitations for Top Secret/SCI. 
  
***The officer must be eligible for the 68M Global Health Specialist Additional Qualification 
Designator Professional Tier.*** 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


